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Switzerland that have, to a great extent, helped the growth
of democratic government.
The present constitution of Switzerland is federal. It
is of a slow growth. The constitutional history of Switzer-
land is divisible into five periods, viz. the old Confederation
1291-1798; the Helvetic Republic 1798-1803 ; the Napoleonic
Period 1803-1815 ; the Confederation of 1815-1848 ; and
the Federal Period from 1848 upto the present day.
It was during the dark days of feudal anarchy that the
walled cities and mountain communities of the three forest
cantons, Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden, favoured by their
secluded position on the shores of lake Luzern, but in no
way on an equal political status, for the first time organised
themselves to maintain their rights as well as free com-
munications with the outside world against the attacks of
Rudolph of the House of Hapsburgs. After the death of
Rudolph his son Albert ascended the throne* He was a
very cruel and ambitious man and his succession produced
great eonsternation in the minds of the people of those three
cantons which at once formed themselves into a * Perpetual
League/ ( 1291 ). It is the constitution of this League
which forms the starting point of all subsequent political
development in the history of Switzerland. This instrument
is a very short piece of legislation, having been drawn up
with the primary object of bringing about a defensive
alliance between the three cantons*.
*".. ..Let it therefore be known to all that the men of the valley of
Uri, and the commune (univcrsitas) of the valley of Switx arid the commu-
nity (communitas) of the mountain men of the lower valley, considering the
malice of the times and in order that they may better defend themselves
and preserve themselves better in their rightful status, have promised in
good faith to assist each other mutually with help and counsel both as
regards persons and goods, within the valleys and beyond, in all they can
and will all their efforts against all and singular who shall intend violence,
molestation or injury against them or any one of them in persons and goods
by contriving any ill whatever." The Perpetual League between the Three
Swiss Forest Cantons, August 1,1291, A. P. Newton/ Federal find Unified
Constitutions *, p, 41.